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Care First South Pasadena is a grassroots coalition of South Pasadena
residents who are committed to reimagining public safety. We first
sought data regarding South Pasadena Police Department’s arrests and
dispatches, available through the California Public Records Act (CPRA),
in February 2021. We worked with the City of South Pasadena for
approximately six months to try to understand the data sets they
provided, and the City’s limitations in terms of providing complete
records. The City provided ten years of arrest records, but only retained
and provided five years of dispatch records. The City’s arrest records
identified all Hispanic arrestees as White.
In October 2021, we shared the City’s data sets with Occidental College
Professors Seva Rodnyansky and Jorgen Harris, authors of a 2021 report
regarding Glendale’s policing practices. Professors Rodnyansky and
Harris analyzed the records in an objective manner aimed at learning
more about the City’s policing activity, patterns, and trends over time.
The data raise important issues about policing in South Pasadena and
lay the groundwork for future assessments on how to best meet the
public safety needs of our city – with policing as just one of many ways
to meet these needs. What trade-offs are we making in our public
services as the City continues to increase the police budget each year?
What accounts for the disproportionately higher rates of arrests of
Hispanics/Latinx and Black individuals in South Pasadena?
Read the report Dispatch and Arrest Trends in South Pasadena at
carefirstsouthpasadena.com.
**Note, these Issue Briefs do not represent the views of Occidental College or Professors Rodnyansky and Harris.
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Arrests and dispatches are down.
SPPD funding is up.
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SPPD arrests more Latinx and Black individuals than
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SPPD is frequently dispatched to
commercial establishments.
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Mobile Crisis Team
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Issue Brief
No. 1

Arrests and dispatches are
down. SPPD funding is up.

Arrests, Dispatches, and
the South Pasadena
Police Department Budget

Photo Credit: SPPD 2020-2021 Biennial Report

2022-2023
General Fund
$10.7 million
to SPPD

$3.97
million to
Community
Services

$2.99 million to
Community
Development

The South Pasadena Police
Department (SPPD) budget is the
largest expenditure of the city’s
budget. It generally accounts for about
a third of the city’s general fund
budget. In the past five years, it has
grown by an average of about 5% each
year.
In the current fiscal year 2022-2023,
the City budgeted SPPD
$10.7 million. By contrast, the budget
provided less than half of that to
Community Services
($3.97 million) and Community
Development ($2.99 million). Our city’s
ability to fund affordable housing,
child care, homeless services, and
programs and infrastructure to
combat climate change are greatly
diminished by the high price tag of
SPPD.

Arrests decreased over the past ten 10 years. (1)
Over a 10-year period, SPPD’s arrests per capita decreased by more than half.
From 2016-2021, 2.4% of dispatches resulted in an arrest. Even among
dispatches for violent crime, only 9% result in arrest.
Dispatches decreased over the past 5 years. (2)
Dispatches declined over a 5-year period, including for violent crime
(down 29%) and property crime (down 18%).
The least common types of dispatch are responses to violent crimes and
drug use and possession. Together, there were 2,365 dispatches in these
categories from 2016-2021.
These two important findings should lead South Pasadena City leaders to
consider carefully SPPD's share of the budget and its growth year over year.
The data, however, cannot tell us whether arrests and dispatches are down
because crime is down, or for some other reason. But, the City Council has not
done its due diligence by allocating so much of the City’s budget to SPPD and
providing budget increases each year without considering whether the high
level of funding is empirically justified.

Arrests and Dispatches 2017-2021

(1) The City provided arrest records for a ten-year period.
(2) The City retains dispatch records for five years, and provided data for that time period only.
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SPPD Budget 2017-2023
Fiscal Year

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

2021-22

2022-23

SPPD
Expenditures

$8,408,728

$8,391,436

$9,171,740

$10,398,243

$9,960,831

$10,684,973

% change
from previous
year

--

-0.21%

9.30%

13.37%

-4.21%

7.27%

Wages and
Benefits

$7,381,070

$7,382,606

$8,364,963

$9,721,958

$8,680,720

$9,535,402

General Fund
Expenditures

$25,288,854

$26,531,994

$28,682,111

$30,529,425

$34,183,351

$41,721,612

SPPD % of
General Fund
Expenditures

33.25%

31.63%

31.98%

34.06%

29.14%

25.61%

Source: City of South Pasadena, Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Adopted Budget, General Fund Expenditures, pp. 9 & 92
https://www.southpasadenaca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/26450/637611777643600000; City of South Pasadena, Adopted Budget Fiscal Year 2022-23, General
Fund Expenditures Summary, pp. 34 & 80, https://www.southpasadenaca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30108/637944495513630000

Arrests and Dispatches for Violent and Property Crimes by Count 2017-2021
Calendar Year

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

Total arrests

853

728

638

480

299

Total dispatches

25,752

25,058

21,582

22,549

20,525

Arrests for violent crime

51

41

46

32

24

Dispatches for violent crime

340

330

284

262

241

Arrests for property crime

100

72

90

96

73

Dispatches for property crime

1930

1843

1682

1843

1583

Source: Data from City of South Pasadena provided in response to Care First's California Public Records Act requests, analyzed by Seva Rodnyansky and Jorgen Harris

Issue Brief
No. 2
Racial Disparities in
South Pasadena
Police Department's
Arrests

SPPD arrests more Latinx and
Black individuals than White
and Asian individuals.

SPPD arrests Black and Latinx/Hispanic individuals disproportionate to
their representation in the City of South Pasadena.
Black individuals make up 12% of arrestees, while only making up 2% of
the City’s population.
Latinx/Hispanic individuals make up 54% of arrestees, while only
making up 21% of the City’s population.

Such disparities suggest the existence of racially biased policing practices. (1)
It is difficult to believe the City and SPPD are unaware that the majority of
arrestees consist of Black and Latinx/Hispanic individuals. Despite this,
before its own 2020-2021 biennial report, SPPD never provided information
regarding racial and ethnic disparities to the public. Further, SPPD’s arrest
reports to the Department of Justice did not distinguish Hispanic Whites as
separate from non-Hispanic Whites.
The City plans to conduct its own assessment of SPPD’s operations. This
assessment should explore the causes of racial disparities in SPPD’s arrests.
(1) U.S. Department of Justice Civil Rights Division, Investigation of the Ferguson Police Department, March 4, 2015, p.
63, available online at https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/opa/pressreleases/attachments/2015/03/04/ferguson_police_department_report.pdf.
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Issue Brief
No. 3

SPPD is frequently
dispatched to commercial
establishments.

Public Policing as
Private Security in
South Pasadena

From 2016-2021, 9,040 or 19% of all
dispatches were responses to
property incidents.

Grocery stores accounted for 6.5% of all SPPD dispatch activity. Vons
grocery store is the most commonly listed establishment for SPPD
dispatches, having more than two and a half times the number of
dispatches than the next grocery store.
Commercial
Estabilshment

Number of
Dispatches
2016-21

Percentage of
SPPD
Dispatches

Ranking in
Number of
Dispatches

Vons

3,959

3.4%

1

Pavilions

1,102

0.9%

6

Rite Aid

899

0.8%

9

Ralphs

827

0.7%

11

Trader Joe’s

482

0.4%

17

Bristol Farms

306

0.3%

24

Care First wants the City to seriously weigh whether it is appropriate for
SPPD to effectively act as private security for large, profitable grocery
store chains, which could elect to employ security guards instead of
relying on public police patrols to respond.
DISPATCH AND ARREST TRENDS IN SOUTH PASADENA

Further, Care First posits that shoplifting is, by and large, a symptom of
economic distress. The City is making a policy decision to fund policing,
including responding to shoplifting reports for items such as food and
liquor, instead of funding services that ease economic distress, such as
child care subsidies, affordable housing, and services to unhoused
members of the community.
Excerpts from
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Issue Brief
No. 4

The City has a big opportunity
in the Mobile Crisis Team.

The Case for Less Police
and More Unarmed Crisis
Responders in
South Pasadena

Among 116,000 dispatches or calls for
assistance from a police patrol unit
from 2016 to 2021:
The third most common type was
response to nuisance complaints
(16,810 total, or one-sixth of all
dispatches). Thousands of these
dispatches are described as
“suspicious persons,” “suspicious
persons in cars,” and “suspicious
circumstances.”
There were 2,239 requests for
welfare checks.
There were 1,010 dispatches for the
homeless outreach program.
There were 268 dispatches for
intoxicated persons and persons
under the influence of alcohol.

Along with three other cities in the San
Gabriel Valley, South Pasadena will be
piloting a Mobile Crisis Team to
respond to non-violent dispatch
requests involving people experiencing
mental health crises and homelessness.
Responses will be conducted by a twomember team consisting of a clinician
and peer support specialist or
substance use disorder counselor,
along with the police. Over time, the
City will dispatch the mobile crisis team
in lieu of dispatching the police – which
has historically been the City’s
traditional and only response to such
calls for service. The goal of the Mobile
Crisis Team is to more effectively
engage individuals who are unhoused
with the services they need while
reducing costs and escalations of
violence from police involvement.
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Care First believes that unarmed and trained crisis responders–not law
enforcement–should address many of these requests for services.
Many people who are unhoused and people experiencing mental health
problems distrust law enforcement for a variety of reasons, including for
example, past negative experiences, the coercive power of the police to
cite, arrest, and commit individuals, and the possibility that an interaction
with the police will be violent. In 2018, a welfare check led by SPPD
resulted in the shooting and killing of Vanessa Marquez when officers
mistakenly believed she was brandishing a gun. Eliminating that
prospect of coercion and building trust with unhoused people in our
community will require, in many cases, a fresh introduction of the crisis
response team independent from law enforcement.
Care First calls on the City to
bolster the availability of the
Mobile Crisis Team’s services
in South Pasadena. At present,
the Mobile Crisis Team is
scheduled to provide services
only one day a week and an
unknown portion of 15
additional hours on rotating
days shared with other cities.
The City should utilize the
$200,000 that it has already
set aside for the pilot to
supplement the Mobile Crisis
Team’s funding and look for
ways to sustain this with more
funding in the future.

Photo Credit: Eric Fabbro from SouthPasadenan.com
"Demonstrators, families, and friends, who had been affected by
conflicts with police brutality march down Fair Oaks Ave in
South Pasadena on the 2nd 'Angelversary' of Vanessa Marquez,
the ER actress killed by police on August 30, 2018."
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Issue Brief
No. 5
South Pasadena Police
Department Lacks
Transparency

Greater transparency going
forward is possible.
The data obtained through public
records requests for Dispatch and
Arrest Trends in South Pasadena
provide much greater insight into
SPPD’s operations than the City has
previously made accessible to the
public.

SPPD has historically published annual reports summarizing its yearly activities. The reports show crime
statistics compared to the year prior, and some data related to “Selected Calls for Service.” Until its most
recent report in April 2022, the reports contained no racial or ethnic information concerning arrestees.
For at least the past 10 years, SPPD’s arrest reports have categorized all Hispanic arrestees as White. It has
not correctly documented the number of Hispanic individuals it arrests, despite state law (Penal Code
Sections 13020 and 13021) which requires police departments to report arrest data. See California
Department of Justice, Criminal Statistics Reporting Requirements, p. 8 (April 2014),
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/cjsc/rptreq.pdf (“Data elements include name, race/ethnicity,
date of birth, sex, date of arrest, offense level, offense type, status of the offense, and law enforcement
disposition.”)
Dispatch and Arrest Trends in South Pasadena provides much more information than SPPD’s reports,
including arrests over time, racial and ethnic disparities in arrests, the types and locations of SPPD’s
activities, and calls for service over time. Because of the inadequacy of the City’s data sets, the report’s
authors estimated the number of Hispanic arrestees using a statistical method that compares surnames
to U.S. Census data.
Going forward, SPPD should report out more data, including accurate reporting of race and ethnicity.
Care First South Pasadena suggests that this data be displayed on a publicly available online dashboard
on the City’s website that is updated on a weekly basis. Much of SPPD’s data collection should have been
expanded and modernized around the same time Dispatch and Arrest Trends in South Pasadena was
completed in order for SPPD to comply with the Racial and Identity Profiling Act (RIPA). SPPD must
comply with RIPA’s extensive data reporting requirements by issuing its first data set on stops starting in
April 2023.
While SPPD will be reporting more robust data sets under RIPA in the near future, we need a baseline
understanding of policing in our City to determine its future direction. This baseline understanding
depends on elucidating dispatch and arrest trends across a past period of time so the community can
figure out where it wants to go. Residents don’t have to wait for more years of RIPA reporting for this to
happen. The City has enough data to start immediate evaluations of SPPD’s policing practices and meet
the changing public safety needs and urgent budgetary demands of our time. Dispatch and Arrest
Trends in South Pasadena provides a clear starting point, and the City should build upon this with its
upcoming comprehensive assessment of SPPD.

